
Caudal Fold 
Tuberculin Test

Positive
Responder

Negative 
(No further action)

Comparative 
Cervical Test

AND/OR
Gamma Interferon 

Blood TestReactor
Quarantine Herd

Appraise and remove 
animal from herd 

AND 
Whole herd retest a 
minimum of 60 days 

after removal of 
reactor.

Suspect 
Quarantine Suspect

1. Producer decides to 
repeat test in 60 days

OR
2. Send directly to slaughter 

for enhanced inspection 

Repeat 
Comparative 
Cervical Test

Positive 
Animal reclassified as 

REACTOR. 
Appraise and remove animal 

from herd. 
Whole herd test minimum of 60 
days after removal of reactor.

NECROPSY

Diagnosed with BOVINE TB
Histopathology compatible 

PCR positive for M. TB complex 
and/or 

Culture positive M.bovis 
Herd Quarantined and classified Affected. 

Complete Herd 
Depopulation.
Herd appraisal and 

producer compensation

Approved Herd Plan 
Herd remains under quarantine.

Test and removal of reactor animals. 
Herd plan for a minimum of 4 years

SUSPECT 
NEGATIVE

No evidence of 
bovine TB  

(No further action)

REACTOR 
NEGATIVE

No evidence of 
bovine TB 

Additional herd 
testing required 

Whole Herd Test
 1 year after repopulation

Bovine Tuberculosis Testing 
in California

 
 

 


